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TAGS: PPOR, PK, IN 
SUBJECT: INDO-PAK TALKS 

REF: NEW DELHI 6844 (NOTAL) 

1. GOP STATEMENT ON INDO-PAK TALKS BEGINNING MAY 12 
WAS ACCURATELY GIVEN IN ISLAMABAD 4603. MFA DIRECTOR 
GENERAL (SOUTH ASIA) HAYAT MEHDI, WHO DRAPTED STATEMENT, 
TOLD POL COUNSELOR MAY 8 THAT HE HAD THOUGHT BRIEF 
ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE. HE SAID THAT 
PACT THAT INDIAN STATEMENT WAS MORE COMPREHENSIVE HAD 
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CONTINUES TO EXPECT THAT BOTH SIDES WILL RAISE WHATEVER 
SUBJECTS THEY WISH TO DISCUSS. SIMILAR APPROACH WAS 
USED DURING LAST ROUND OE CIVIL AIR TALKS A YEAR AGO, 

AND GOP WILL WELCOME TALKING ABOUT ANY MATTER PERTINENT 
TO INDO-PAK RELATIONS THE INDIANS MAY BRING UP. 

2. MEHDI SAID HE CONTINUED TO BE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE 
OUTCOME OE THE TALKS. HE WAS CONVINCED THAT THE CIVIL 
AIR ISSUE HAD IN EEFECT BEEN RESOLVED, AND ALL THAT 
REMAINED WAS TO WORK OUT TECHNICAL DETAILS. HE SAID 
THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT AIR LINKS AND OVERELIGHTS 
COULD BE ARRANGED SWIFTLY FOLLOWING NEGOTIATIONS INVOLVING 
THE CIVIL AIR AUTHORITIES OE BOTH COUNTRIES AND THE 
AIRLINES. HE ALSO EXPRESSED OPTIMISM THAT THE TALKS 

WO LD ACHIEVE A BREAKTHROUGH ON THE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
ISSUE. HE 

AEFIRMED THAT THIS REMAINS A PRIME GOP 
DESIDERATUM, AS IT HAS SINCE THE SIMLA CONEERENCE EOUR 
YEARS AGO. HE SAW A POTENTIAL STUMBLING BLOCK IN THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE INDIANS WOULD INSIST ON SPECIAL 
GUARANTEES FOR THE RIGHTS AND SECURITY OF THEIR OEEICIALS 
IN PAKISTAN. SUCH AN ARRANGEMENT, HE SAID, WAS NOT 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE GOP. ASKED ABOUT CANDIDATES TO TAKE 
OVER AS PAK AMBASSADOR TO NEW DELHI, MEHDI SAID THAT 
HE THOUGHT THE NOD WOULD GO TO ADDITIONAL EOREIGN 
SECRETARY SHAHNAWAZ, WHO HAS BEEN WAITING IN THE WINGS 
SINCE SIMLA. 

3. MEHDI ALSO EXPRESSED PLEASURE THAT THE TALKS COULD 
BEGIN AS EARLY AS MAY 12 DESPITE WHAT HAD SEEMED TO BE 
SCHEDULING DIEEICULTIES (ISLAMABAD 4498). ATTITUDE OE 

GOP HAD BEEN TO MOVE AHEAD AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE BEEORE 
WHAT THEY TOOK TO BE EAVORABLE INDIAN MOOD MIGHT AGAIN 
CHANGE. TO EACILITATE EARLY SESSION, PAK FOREIGN 
SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI IS FOREGOING SCHEDULED ATTENDANCE 
AT ISTANBUL ISLAMIC EOREIGN MINISTERS' CONFERENCE AND 
WILL HEAD PAK DELEGATION HERE. 
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